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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 
1-3. (CANCELED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for determining whether a connection is 

closed between a local node and a plurality of remote nodes, the method 
comprising; 

simultaneously transmitting a unique address from the local node, through the 

connection, to at loact ono ajl of the remote nodes; 
changing the impedance of rjthe]] at least one of the remote nodes in response to said 

unique address being received at the at least one of the remote nodes; 
through the connection J _sensing the impedance change of the at least one of the remote 

nodes and determining therefrom that the connection is closed. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 4 further comprising sensing an 

open impedance of the at least one of the remote nodes and determining 
therefrom that the connection is open. 

i . 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 4 wherein said unique address 

is comprised of n-bits. 
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7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 4 wherein said step of 

transmitting said unique address occurs when the connection is free from other 
communication. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 4 wherein said step of 

determining the connection is closed further comprises a comparison between a 
voltage of the local node and a reference voltage. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 4 wherein said step of 

determining the connection is open further comprises a comparison between said 
voltage of the local node and said reference voltage. 

T0-127(CANCECED) 
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13. (NEW) In a network having a local node connected to a plurality of remote nodes, 
where each remote node has an associated connection, a method for 
determining whether the connection is closed between the local node and the 
remote node associated with the connection, the method comprising; 

transmitting a unique address from the local node, through the connections, to the 
remote nodes simultaneously; 

changing the impedance of at least one of the remote nodes in response to said unique 
address being received at the at least one of the remote nodes; 

sensing the impedance change of the at least one of the remote nodes and determining 
therefrom that the one of the connections associated with the at least one of the 
remote nodes is closed. 

-14— (NEW)-The-method-6fTaainri3-further comprising sensing an open impedance of 
the at least one of the remote nodes and determining" therefrom that the 
connection is open. 

15. (NEW) The method of claim 13 wherein said unique address is comprised of n-bits. 

16. (NEW) The method of claim 13 wherein said step of transmitting said unique 

address occurs when the connection is free from other communication. 



Serial No. 10/673.811 M 

4 

PAGE 5/6 * RCVD AT 5/21/2004 8:27:46 AM [Eastern DayOght Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DKIS:8729306 * CSID:2489446537 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-50 



MAY 21 '04 08:22 FR DCC CORP PATENT OFC 



248944653? TO 817038729306 P. 06/06 



17. (NEW) Th method of claim 13 wherein said step of d termining the connection is 

dosed further comprises a comparison between a voltage of th local node and a 
reference voltage. 

18. (NEW) The method of claim 13 wherein said step of determining the connection is 

open further comprises a comparison between said voltage of the local node and 
said reference voltage. 
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